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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 04 May 2005 (04.05.2005); 
original claims 1-32 replaced by new claims 1-39 (7 pages)] 

+ STATEMENT 

Wbat is claimed is: 

L A portable electronic device comprising: 
a host unit, including a display; and 

a keyboard module connected to said host unit and including at least one group of 
keys, and said keyboard module being moveable between at least two allowable positions 
withrespectto saidhostunit, viiierdbiafirst aHowable position of said at 1^ allowable 
positions results in said keyboard module substantially covering said display, and^^ieinat 
least a second allowable position of said at least two allowable positions results in said 
display being partially exposed, wherein the display content on Ae disp^y is adapted to the 
exposed portion of the display. 

2. The device of claim 1 ftolher comprising a holding mechanism to securely and 
detachably hold said keyboard module to said host unit in one of said at least two 
allowable positions. 

3 . The device of claim 2 furiher comprising a position sensing mechanism, said position 
sen^g mechamsm being mounted on at least one of said bost unit, said keyboard 
module, and said holding mechanism and ou^utting a position signal to said host unit 
corresponding to one of said at least two allowable positions such that said host unit 
adapts a display content of said display in response to said position signal 

4. The device of claim 3 wherein said position sensing mechanism comprises an electrical 
connector mounted on a fiont side of said host unit or said holding mechanism and at 
least one mating connector mounted on aback side of said keyboard module and facing 
said front side of said host unit, said electrical connector and said at least one mating 
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connector engaging and <fi8engagmg wifli each oflier as said keyboard modtde moves 
between said at least two allowable positions. 

5. The device of claim 4 wherein a number of said at least one mating connector is three 
and wherein each of said three mating connectors are positioned on said keyboard 
module to engage ivith said electncal connector at said at least two allowable positions 
including a&st allowable positionindierein said keyboard module is positioned such that 
substantially all of said display is coveted, a second allowable position wherein said 
keyboard module is positioned such that a predefined portion of said display is exposed, 
and a thhd allowable position wherein said keyboard module is positioned such that 
substantially all of said display is exposed 

6. The device of claim 4 wherein said electrical connector and said at least (me mating 
connector carry power to operate said keyboard module and carry mput and output 
signals between said k^board module and said host unit. 

7. The device of claim 2 wherein said holding mechanism comprises at least one pair of a 
rail and a matching groove, said rail hemg mounted on said host unit and said matching 
groove being mounted on said keyboard module. 

8. The device of claim 2 >^dierein saM holdii^ mechanism con3q[>rises at least one pair of a 
rail and a matching groove, said rail bcdng moimted on said keyboard module and said 
matching groove being mounted on said host unit 

9. The device of claim 2 wherein said holding mechanic releases said keyboard module 
from said host unit when said device is subjected to an impact that may otherwise 
damage said device. 

10. The device of claim 1 wherein said keyboard module is cormectable to said host unit via 
at least one pair of rails which is an integral part of said host unit and a matching pmr of 
grooves which is an integral part of said keyboard module. 
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1 1 • The device of claim 1 wherein said keyboard module is conncctable to said host unit via 
at least one pair of rails wWchis an integral partof said keyboard module andamatching 
pair of grooves which is an integral part of said host unit 

12. The device of claim 1 wherein said keyboard module includes a power source and a 
wireless input/output link to communicate wi^ said host unit 

13. The device of claim 1 wherem said at least one group of keys of said keyboard module 
comprises at least one of: 

a first group including at least two navigation keys; 

a second groxip inclu^g an arrangemetit of keys in a near QWERTY arrangement; 

and 

a third group including an arrangement of keys substantially similar to an 
arrangement of ntnneric keys found on a cellular telephone. 

14. The device of claim 1 \\Aerein said host unit conforms to one of a hand-held form factor 
and a tablet form factor. 

15. The device of claim 1 wherein said keyboard module releases from said host tmit when 
said device is subjected to an impact that may otherwise damage said device. 

16. Tlie device of claim 2 whcarein said holding mechanism comprises at least one pair of a 
rail and a nub^ said nub beii^ mounted on said keyboard module and said rail being 
mounted on said host unit 

17. A method of using a portable, digital electronic device;, said method comprising 
selectively attachis^g a keyboard module of said device^ vdiich includes at least one group 
of keys, to a host unit of said device, which includes a display, such that said keyboard 
module is moveable between at least two allowable positions with respect to said host 
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imit, i^^^erein a first allowable position of said at least two allowable positions results in 
said keyboard module substantially covering said display, and wheiein at least a second 
allowable position of said at least two allowable positions i^ults in said display being 
partially exposed, and adapting the image produced onflie display to Ihe exposedportion 
of the display. 

18. Thenaethod of claim 1 7 v^ereinaholding mechanism is used to securely and detachaW 
hold said keyboard module to said host unit m one of said at least two allowable 
positions. 

19. The method of claim 18 wheiein the display content of said display is adapted in 
response to a position signal output from a position sensing mechanism mounted on at 
least one of said host uni^ said keyboard module, and said holding mechanism, 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising engaging and disengaging an electrical 
connector and at least one mating connector with each other as said keyboard module is 
moved between said at least two allowable positions, and wherein said position sensmg 
mechanism comprises said electrical connector mounted on a firont side of said host unit 
or said holding mechanism and said at least one mating connector mounted on a back 
side of said keyboard module and feeing said firont side of said host unit. 

21 . The method of claim 20 whereia a number of said at least one mating connector is three 
and whereia each of said three mating connectors are positioned on said keyboard 
module to engage with said electrical connector at said at least two allowable positions 
including a first allowable position whetem saidteyboard module is positioned such that 
substantially all of said display is covered, a second allowable position wherein said 
keyboard module is positioned such that a predefined portion of said display is exposed, 
and a third allowable position wherein said keyboard module is positioned such that 
substantially all of said display is exposed. 
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22- The method of claim 20 further comprismg providing power via said electrical connector 
and said at least one mating comiector to operate said keyboard module and providing 
input and output signals between said keyboard module and said host unit 

23 . The method of claim 1 8 wherein said holding mechanism comprises at least one pair of a 
rail and a matching groove, said rail being mounted on said host unit and said matching 
groove being mounted on said keyboard module. 

24. The method of claim 18 wherein said holdii^ mechanism comprises at least one pair of a 
rail and a matt^hing groove, said rail being mounted on said keyboard module and said 
matching groove being mounted on mid host unit. 

25. Hie method of claim 18 fiirOier comprising said holding mechanism releasing said 
keyboard module fiom said host unit when said device is subj e cted to an impact that may 
otherwise damage said device* 

26. The method of claim 1 7 wherein said keyboard module is attachable to said host unit via 
at least one pair of rails which is an integral part of said keyboard module and amalchmg 
pair of grooves which is an integral part of said host unit 

27. The method of claim 1 7 wherein said keyboard module is attechable to said host imit via 
at least one pair of rails which is an integral part of said host unit and a matching pair of 
grooves which is an integral part of said keyboard module. 

28. The method of claim 1 7 furtber comprising said keyboard module communicating with 
said host unit via a wireless iiq>ut/output Imk of said keyboard module which is powered 
by a power source of said keyboard module. 

29. The melhod of claim 1 7 further comprising inputting information into said host unit via 
said keyboard module using at least one of a first group of said at least one group of keys 
including at least two navigation k^» a second group of said at least one group of keys 
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including aa airangemexrt of keysin anear QWERTY arrangement, and a third group of 
said at least one group of keys including an arrangement of nxaneric keys substantially 
similar to an arrangement of keys found on a cellular telephone. 

The method of claim 17 whoein said host unit confonns to one of a hand-held fbmi 
factor and a tablet form fiictor. 

The method of claim 17 further comprisixig said keyboard module releasing from said 
host unit when said device is subjected to an impact that may otiierwise damage said 
device* 

The method of claim 1 8 v^erein said holding mechanism comprises at least one pair of a 
rail and a nub, said nob being mounted on said k^board module and said rail being 
mounted on said host unit 

A portable electronic device comprising: 
a host imit, including a display; and 

a keyboard module selectively connected to said host unit and including at least one 
group of keys, and said keyboard module being moveable between at least two allowable 
positions with respect to said host unit, and a holdiz^ mechanism to detachably hcdd the 
keyboani module to Ifae host unit 

34. The device of claim 33 further comprising a position sensing mechanism, said position 
sensing mechanism being mounted on at least one of said host unit, said keyboard 
module, and said holdmg mechanism and outputting a position signal to said host unit 
correspondmg to one of said at least two allowable i>osi1ions such that said host uxut 
adapts a display content of said display in response to said position signal 

35. Thedevice of claim 34 whereinsaidposiiionsensing mechanism comprises anelectrical 
connector and at least one matiiig connectorprovided between the host unit andkeyboard 



30. 
31. 

32. 

33. 
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module, which carry pow^ to operate said keyboard modide and cany input and output 
signals between said keyboard module and said host unit 

36. The device of claim 33wherein said holding mechanism releases said keyboard module 
from said host unit when said keyboard module is attached thereto, and the device is 
subjected to an impact that may otherwise damage said device. 

37. The device of claim 33 wherein said keyboard module includes a power source and a 
wireless input/ouq>ut fink to communicate witii said host unit 

38. The device of claim 33 wherem said host unit conforms to one of a hamtheld fomi factor 
and a tablet fomi factor* 

39« A portable electronic device comprising: 

a host unit, including a display; and 

a keyboard module connected to said host unit and including at least one group of 
keys, and said keyboard module being moveable between at least two allow^le positions 
witfarespectto saidhostunit, whmin a first allowable position of said at least two allowable 
positions results in said keyboard module siibstantiBlIy covering said display, and having a 
position sensing mechanism comprising an electrical connector mounted on said host unit or 
said holding mechanism and at least one mating connector mounted on said keyboard 
module, said electrical connector and said at least one mating connector engaging and 
disengaging wiflx each other as said keyboard module moves between said at least two 
allowable ix>si1ions. 
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